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(57) ABSTRACT

A magnetization reversal device includes a ferromagnetic 12
body which is provided in an interconnection of a non-ferro-
magnetic dot 11 so that a part or a whole of the ferromagnetic
dot is three-dimensionally buried in the interconnection of
said non-ferromagnetic dot, and a spin injection source 13
which generates a spin-polarized pure spin current without a
flow of charges, and which is provided in the interconnection
of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11 to be in contact therewith so
that the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot serves
as a common electrode, and the pure spin current flows into
the ferromagnetic dot 2 through the interconnection of the
non-magnetic body by the spin injection source 13 due to a
diffusion current, to thereby reverse magnetization of the
ferromagnetic dot 12. By injecting the pure spin current,
using this planar structure, it is possible to easily carry out the
magnetization reversal ofthe ferromagnetic dot 12 even ifitis
a thick film ferromagnetic dot without being subjected to
limitation of a spin diffusion length.

14 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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MAGNETIZATION REVERSAL DEVICE,
MEMORY ELEMENT, AND MAGNETIC
FIELD GENERATION DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a magnetization reversal
technique based on a spin injection.

BACKGROUND OF ART

In late years, although miniaturization of CMOS transis-
tors advance, it is concerned about the miniaturization being
near to the limit. Therefore, before the limit of the miniatur-
ization of the CMOS transistors can be defeated, it is neces-
sary to develop a new feature element based on a different
operation principle.

A magnetoresistive RAM (MRAM) having a magneto tun-
nel junction (MTJ) as a basic structure (see: Non-Patent
Documents 1 and 2) is a high performance energy-saving
element utilizing a non-volatility of a ferromagnetic dot, and
research and development for a practical use are carried out as
one of major candidates of next-generation electronic devices
(see: Non-Patent Document 3).

A magneto tunnel junction (MTJ) element, which is an
important component of the MRAM, realizes a large magne-
toresistance variation (TMR ratio) of several hundred per-
centages at room temperature due to quality improvement of
MgO tunnel barrier and development of a high spin polariza-
tion material (see: Non-Patent Documents 4 and 5). There-
fore, a reading technique, which is one of the basic operations
of the MRAM, is meeting necessary performance. On the
other hand, at present, as a writing technique, there is a
magnetization reversal method (a spin torque method) based
on a spin polarization current (see: Non-Patent Document 6).

Nevertheless, as shown in FIG. 13, a spin injection method
using a present layered structure, in which an injection of
spins is only one-dimensionally carried out, is theoretically
applicable to only a very thin film electrode of a ferromag-
netic layer having a thickness less than a spin diffusion length
(on the order of several nm). Therefore, an accumulation
magnetic energy decreases with miniaturization of an ele-
ment size (=improvement of an integration degree), and spin
in stability due to thermal fluctuation becomes a large prob-
lem. In addition, a Joule heat is generated due to a flow of
charges raiding on a spin current. For this reason, a limitation,
in which a material featuring a small saturation magnetization
and a small friction efficiency must be used for an electrode,
and which is different from optimization of spin conductivity
in the MTJ, occurs, resulting in decline in a reduction of the
magnetoresistance charge which is needed in a reading.

In not only the MRAM but also all high function spin
devices, it is strongly desired that both improvement of spin
thermal disturbance durability and low power consumption in
a writing operation can be realized without incompatibility
while maintaining high element performance (spin device
performance).

The inventors have taken notice of a planar structure fea-
turing high flexibility as an element structure, and have car-
ried out researches on a method of generating a spin current
without a flow of charges (which is defined as a pure spin
current), and a method of controlling the spin current ((see:
for example, Non-Patent Document 7).

FIG. 14 is a view showing a pure spin current. In the upper
section of FIG. 14, spin-polarized electric currents are
defined as usual electric current on which spin currents are
ridden, flows of charges corresponding to a number of elec-
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trons (three electrons (e) in FIG. 14 occur, and spin currents
including a tspin (two in FIG. 14) and a | spin (one in FIG.
14) flow in the same direction so that a compensated spin
current is generated. On the other hand, in the lower section of
FIG. 14, pure spin currents including a { spin electron (one in
FIG. 14) and a | spin electron (one in FIG. 14) flow in the
reverse directions to each other due to a diffusion current so
that flows of charges are compensated with each other (zero),
to thereby cause flows of electrons carrying only spin angular
momentum. Since these pure spin currents are conducted due
to diffusion from a nonequilibrium state to an equilibrium
state, a concept of the generation and control on the pure spin
currents is different from that of the flows of charges con-
ducted in an electric field. The inventors have found a spin
absorption effect by which the pure spin currents efficiently
flow into a ferromagnetic dot featuring a strong spin relax-
ation (see: Non-Patent Document 8).

Also, the inventors have developed an element structure as
shown in FIG. 15 (FIG. 15(A) is an SEM image, and FIG.
15(B) is a concept view thereof), and have proved that it is
possible to carry out a magnetization reversal of a fine ferro-
magnetic dot of permalloy by injecting only the pure spin
currents into the fine ferromagnetic dot of permalloy without
any electric currents being made to directly flow thereinto
(see: Non-Patent Document 9).

Further, the inventors have developed a control method of
electrically rotating an accumulation spin vector by carrying
out spin injections, using plural terminals (see: Non-Patent
Document 10).

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Non-Patent Documents

Non-Patent Document 1: Hitoshi KUBOTA, Yoshishige
SUZUKI, Shinji YUASA, “Toward Realization of High-
Density Spin-Torque MRAM”

Non-Patent Document 2: Claude chappert, Albert Fert &
Frederic Nguyen Van Dau, “The Emergence of Spin Elec-
tronics in Data Storage”, Nature Materials 6, 813-823,
2007

Non-Patent Document 3: Toshirou HIRAMOTO, “What is
Beyond CMOS?”, Applied Physics 77, 253, 2008

Non-Patent Document 4: Shinji YUASA, David D.
Djayaprawira, “Coherent Spin-Dependent Tunneling and
Giant TMR Effect in Magnetic Tunnel Junctions with a
Crystalline MgO Tunnel Barrier”, Journal of the Physics
Society of Japan

Non-Patent Document 5: Terunobu MIYAZAKI, “History
and Prospect of TRM effect”, MAGNE 3, 212-218, 2008

Non-Patent Document 6: Shiho NAKAMURA, “Progress of
Spin-Transfer-Related Phenomena in Magnetic Junc-
tions”, MAGNE 3, 219-227, 2008

Non-Patent Document 7: T. Kimura and Y. Otani, “Spin
Transport in Lateral Ferromagnetic/Nonmagnetic Hybrid
Structure”, J. Phys. Cond. Mat. 19, 165216, 2007

Non-Patent Document 8: T. Kimura, J. Hamrle and Y. Otani,
“Estimation of Spin-diftusion Length from the Magnitude
of Spin Current Absorption: Multi-Terminal Ferromag-
netic/Nonmagnetic hybrid Structures”, Phys. Rev. B72,
14461, 2005

Non-Patent Document 9: T. Kimura, J. Hamrle, “Switching
Magnetization of Nanoscale Ferromagnetic Particle Using
Nonlocal Spin Injection”, Phys. Rev. Lett. 96, 37201, 2006
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Non-Patent Document 10: T. Kimura, Y. Otani, and Peter M.
Levy, “Electrical Control of the Direction of Spin Accu-
mulation”, Physical Review Letters, 99, 166601, 2007

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Resolved by the Invention

Nevertheless, none of the disclosed techniques could apply
to magnetization reversal of a ferromagnetic dot (free layer)
having a thickness of more than a spin diffusion length, and
thus a problem concerning the spin thermal disturbance dura-
bility and a problem concerning the decline in the reduction of
the magnetoresistance charge could not be resolved.

Thus, an object of the present invention is to provide a
magnetization reversal technique in which pure spin currents
including no electric charge can be generated from single
terminal or multi terminals, using a planar structure which is
not a layered structure, in which a ferromagnetic dot is buried
in a non-ferromagnetic dot so that the pure spin currents can
be injected into the ferromagnetic dot in plural directions, and
in which it is possible to reverse the magnetization of the
ferromagnetic dot without being subjected to limitation of a
spin diffusion length.

Means for Solving the Problems

A magnetization reversal device as disclosed in the present
application comprises a ferromagnetic dot provided in an
interconnection of a non-ferromagnetic dot so that a part or a
whole of the ferromagnetic dot is three-dimensionally buried
in the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot, and a
spin injection means that generates a spin-polarized pure spin
current without a flow of charges, and that is provided in the
interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot to be in contact
therewith so that the interconnection of the non-ferromag-
netic dot serves as a common electrode, and is characterized
by the fact that the pure spin current flows into the ferromag-
netic dot through the intermediary of the interconnection of
the non-magnetic body due to a diffusion current by the spin
injection means, to thereby reverse magnetization of the fer-
romagnetic dot.

As stated above, since the part or the whole of the ferro-
magnetic dot is three-dimensionally buried in the intercon-
nection of the non-ferromagnetic dot, a junction area between
the ferromagnetic dot and the non-ferromagnetic dot is
increased so that a large quantity of pure spin currents can be
absorbed by the ferromagnetic dot due to a diffusion current
from the spin injection means, and thus it is possible to obtain
a technical advantage that the ferromagnetic dot can be easily
reversed even if a thickness of the ferromagnetic dot is thicker
than the spin diffusion length. Also, due to the fact that the
magnetization reversal of the thick ferromagnetic dot is made
possible, it is possible to obtain another technical advantage
that it can be prevented that the spins become unstable by
thermal disturbance. Further, since there is no generation of
Joule’s heat by the charge current, there is no regularation in
the electrode thickness and the material for the ferromagnetic
electrode, resulting in maintaining the large magnetoresis-
tance effect.

The magnetization reversal device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that the device
further comprises multi-terminal spin injection means, and
that one of the spin injection terminal means is located at an
position except for a current path for a corresponding pure
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spin current between another spin injection means of the
multi-terminal spin injection means and the ferromagnetic
dot.

As stated above, since a large quantity of pure spin currents
flow into the ferromagnetic dot due to diffusion of the elec-
trons from the multi-terminal spin injection means, it is pos-
sible to obtain a technical advantage that the ferromagnetic
dot can be easily reversed even if it is a thick film ferromag-
netic dot.

The magnetization reversal device as disclosed in the
present application comprises a ferromagnetic dot provided
on an interconnection of a non-ferromagnetic dot so as to be
two-dimensional contact therewith, and multi-terminal spin
injection means that generate spin-polarized pure spin cur-
rents without flows of charges, and that are provided in the
interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot to be in contact
therewith so that the interconnection of the non-ferromag-
netic dot serves as a common electrode, and is characterized
by the fact that one of the multi-terminal spin injection means
is located at an position except for a current path for a corre-
sponding pure spin current between another spin injection
means of the multi-terminal spin injection means and the
ferromagnetic dot, and that each of the pure spin currents
flows into the ferromagnetic dot through the intermediary of
the interconnection of the non-magnetic body due to a diffu-
sion current by the corresponding spin injection means, to
thereby reverse magnetization of the ferromagnetic dot.

As stated above, since a large quantity of pure spin currents
flow into the ferromagnetic dot due to diffusion currents from
the multi-terminal spin injection means, it is possible to
obtain a technical advantage that the ferromagnetic dot can be
reversed even if it is a thick film ferromagnetic dot. Also, due
to the fact that the magnetization reversal of the thick film
ferromagnetic dot is made possible, it is possible to obtain
another technical advantage that it can be prevented that the
spins become unstable by thermal disturbance. Further, since
there is no generation of Joule’s heat by the charge current, it
is possible to obtain yet another technical advantage that an
electrical material for an electrode is subjected to no limita-
tion, and that it is possible to prevent decline in a variation of
the magnetic resistance.

The magnetization reversal device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that a relation-
ship between a first injection direction in which a correspond-
ing pure spin current is injected by a first spin injection means
and a second injection direction in which a corresponding
pure spin current is injected by a second spin injection means
is one except for either a parallel relationship or an antipar-
allel relationship; and that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin
currents injected by the first spin injection means and the
second spin injection means is adjusted in synchronization
with a precession of the spins in the ferromagnetic dot so that
a pure spin current featured by a vector having an optional
direction in a two-dimensional plane is generated to a vector
of the spins subjected to the precession in the ferromagnetic
dot, whereby a torque acting on the spins is optimized.

As stated above, since the ratio of the quantity of the pure
spin currents injected by the first spin injection means and the
second spin injection means is adjusted in synchronization
with the precession of the spins in the ferromagnetic dot, and
since the pure spin current featured by the vector having the
direction, in which the torque acting on the vector of the spins
subjected to the precession in the ferromagnetic dot is always
optimized, is generated by controlling the directions of the
spins, the torque acting on the spins can be optimized in
synchronization with the precession of the spins in the ferro-
magnetic dot. Thus, it is possible to obtain a technical advan-
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tage that the magnetization can be speedily reversed with a
small electric power. Also, by adjusting the ration of the
quantity of the injected pure spin currents, it is possible to
electrically control the direction of the vector of the generated
pure spin currents.

The magnetization reversal device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that the device
further comprises a third injection means for injecting a pure
spin current, that a relationship between a third injection
direction in which a corresponding pure spin current is
injected by the third spin injection means, the first injection
direction and/or the second injection direction is one except
for either a parallel relationship or an antiparallel relation-
ship, and that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin currents
injected by the first spin injection means, the second spin
injection means and the third spin injection means is adjusted
in synchronization with a precession of the spins in the fer-
romagnetic dot so that a pure spin current featured by a vector
having an optional direction is generated to a vector the spins
subjected to the precession in the ferromagnetic dot, whereby
a torque acting on the spins is optimized.

As stated above, since the ratio of the quantity of the pure
spin currents injected by the first spin injection means, the
second spin injection means and the third spin injection
means is adjusted in synchronization with a precession of the
spins in the ferromagnetic dot, and since the pure spin current
featured by the vector having the direction, in which the
torque acting on the vector of the spins subjected to the
precession in the ferromagnetic dot is always optimized, is
generated by controlling the directions of the spins, the torque
acting on the spins can be optimized with respect to the
three-dimensional precession of the spins. Thus, it is possible
to obtain a technical advantage that the magnetization can be
speedily reversed with a smaller electric power. Also, by
adjusting the ration of the quantity of the injected pure spin
currents, it is possible to electrically control the direction of
the vector of the generated pure spin currents.

The magnetization reversal device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that the device
further comprises an electric current source that supplies the
spin injection means and the non-ferromagnetic dot with
electric currents, and that a closed circuit is at least formed by
the spin injection means, the non-ferromagnetic dot and the
electric current source, wherein the diffusion current is gen-
erated by energizing the closed circuit with the electric cur-
rents, to thereby generate the pure spin currents.

As stated above, since the closed circuit is at least formed
by the spin injection means, the non-ferromagnetic dot and
the electric current source, and since the diffusion current is
generated by energizing the closed circuit with the electric
currents, to thereby generate the pure spin currents, it is
possible to obtain a technical advantages that the pure spin
current without the flow of charges can be generated due to
the diffusion current by the simple circuit structure.

A memory element as disclosed in the present application
is characterized by the fact that an interconnection of a con-
ductor body includes an interconnection of a non-ferromag-
netic dot which is configured so that horizontal lines and
vertical lines are perpendicularly intersected with each other
to thereby produce points of intersection, a ferromagnetic dot
being provided at any one of the points of intersection so that
at least one part of the ferromagnetic dot is in contact with the
interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot, one or multi-
terminal spin injection means, each of which generates a
spin-polarized pure spin current without a flow of charges,
being provided at another one or other ones of the points of
intersection which are adjacent to the aforesaid one point of
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intersection at which the ferromagnetic dot is provided, each
of the multi-terminal spin injection means being in contact
with the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot so that
the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot serves as a
common electrode; and that the pure spin current flows into
the ferromagnetic dot through the intermediary of the inter-
connection of the non-magnetic body by each of the spin
injection means due to a diffusion current, to thereby reverse
magnetization of the ferromagnetic dot so that a bit is written
therein.

As stated above, since the interconnection of the conductor
body includes the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic
dot which is configured so that the horizontal lines and the
vertical lines are perpendicularly intersected with each other
to thereby produce points of intersection, since the ferromag-
netic dot is provided at any one of the points of intersection,
and since the one or multi-terminal spin injection means are
provided at the one or others of the points of intersection
which are adjacent to the aforesaid one of the points of inter-
section through the intermediary of the non-ferromagnetic
dot, not only can a large quantity of pure spin currents be
absorbed by the ferromagnetic dot, but also magnetization of
a thick film ferromagnetic dot featuring spin thermal distur-
bance durability can be reversed with low power consump-
tion, so that it is possible to securely and stably carry out a
writing of a bit of information.

The memory element as disclosed in the present invention
is characterized by the fact that the interconnection of the
non-magnetic body included in the interconnection of the
conductor body has not only the vertically and horizontally
intersected portion but also a perpendicularly and diagonally
intersected portion.

As stated above, the interconnection of the non-magnetic
body included in the interconnection of the conductor body
has not only the vertically and horizontally intersected por-
tion but also the perpendicularly and diagonally intersected
portion, a number of the spin injection means can be
increased so that a further large quantity of pure spin currents
can be absorbed by the ferromagnetic dot, whereby it is
possible to reverse the magnetization of a further large ferro-
magnetic dot. Thus, it is possible to obtain a technical advan-
tage that the memory element can be utilized as a next gen-
eration memory featuring a superior heat stability.

The memory element as disclosed in the present applica-
tion is characterized by the fact that the ferromagnetic dot is
provided so as to be three-dimensionally buried in the inter-
connection of the non-ferromagnetic dot.

As stated above, since the ferromagnetic dot is provided so
as to be three-dimensionally buried in the interconnection of
the non-ferromagnetic dot, the pure spin currents are
absorbed in the plural directions, whereby it is possible to
obtain a technical advantage that a writing of a bit of infor-
mation can be stably carried out.

The memory element as disclosed in the present applica-
tion is characterized by the fact that at least a first spin injec-
tion means and a second spin injection means are provided at
other points of intersection in the interconnection of the non-
magnetic body, a relationship between a first injection direc-
tion in which a pure spin current is injected by the first spin
injection means and a second injection direction in which a
pure spin current is injected by the second spin injection
means being one except for either a parallel relationship or an
antiparallel relationship; and that a ratio of a quantity of the
pure spin currents injected by the first spin injection means
and the second spin injection means is adjusted in synchro-
nization with a precession of the spins in the ferromagnetic
dot so that a pure spin current featured by a vector having an
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optional direction in a two-dimensional plane is generated to
the spins subjected to the precession in the ferromagnetic dot,
whereby a torque acting on the spins is optimized.

As stated above, since the ratio of the quantity of the pure
spin currents injected by the first spin injection means and the
second spin injection means is adjusted in synchronization
with the precession of the spins in the ferromagnetic dot, and
since the pure spin current featured by the vector having the
direction, in which the torque acting on the vector of the spins
subjected to the precession in the ferromagnetic dot is always
optimized, is generated by controlling the directions of the
spins, the torque acting on the spins can be optimized in
synchronization with the precession of the spins in the ferro-
magnetic dot. Thus, it is possible to obtain a technical advan-
tage that the magnetization can be speedily reversed with a
small electric power. Also, by adjusting the ration of the
quantity of the injected pure spin currents, it is possible to
electrically control the direction of the vector of the generated
pure spin currents.

The memory element as disclosed in the present applica-
tion is characterized by the fact that the element further com-
prises athird injection means for injecting a pure spin current,
which is provided at another point of intersection except for
the points of intersection at which the first spin injection
means and the second spin injection means are provided, that
a relationship between a third injection direction in which a
corresponding pure spin current is injected by the third spin
injection means, the first injection direction and/or the second
injection direction is one except for either a parallel relation-
ship or an antiparallel relationship; and that a ratio of'a quan-
tity of the pure spin currents injected by the first spin injection
means, the second spin injection means and the third spin
injection means is adjusted in synchronization with a preces-
sion of the spins in the ferromagnetic dot so that a pure spin
current having an optional direction is generated to the spins
subjected the precession in the ferromagnetic dot, whereby a
torque acting on the spins is optimized.

As stated above, since the ratio of the quantity of the pure
spin currents injected by the first spin injection means, the
second spin injection means and the third spin injection
means is adjusted in synchronization with a precession of the
spins in the ferromagnetic dot, and since the pure spin current
featured by the vector having the direction, in which the
torque acting on the vector of the spins subjected to the
precession in the ferromagnetic dot is always optimized, is
generated by controlling the directions of the spins, the torque
acting on the spins can be optimized with respect to the
three-dimensional precession of the spins. Thus, it is possible
to obtain a technical advantage that the magnetization can be
speedily reversed with a smaller electric power. Also, by
adjusting the ration of the quantity of the injected pure spin
currents, it is possible to electrically control the direction of
the vector of the generated pure spin currents.

The memory element as disclosed in the present applica-
tion is characterized by the fact that the element further com-
prises an electric current source that supplies the spin injec-
tion means and the non-ferromagnetic dot with electric
currents; and that a closed circuit is at least formed by the spin
injection means, the non-ferromagnetic dot and the electric
current source, wherein the diffusion current is generated by
energizing the closed circuit with the electric currents, to
thereby generate the pure spin currents.

As stated above, since the closed circuit is at least formed
by the spin injection means, the non-ferromagnetic dot and
the electric current source, and since the diffusion current is
generated by energizing the closed circuit with the electric
currents, to thereby generate the pure spin currents, it is
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possible to obtain a technical advantages that the pure spin
current without the flow of charges can be generated due to
the diffusion current by the simple circuit structure.

A magnetic field generation device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that a ferro-
magnetic dot is provided in a tip end portion of an intercon-
nection composed of a non-ferromagnetic dot so that at least
one part of the ferromagnetic dot is in contact with the inter-
connection of the non-ferromagnetic dot, the non-ferromag-
netic dot having one extension or plural extensions extended
rearward away from the tip end portion thereof, a spin injec-
tion means, which generates a spin-polarized pure spin cur-
rent without a flow of charges, being provided in the exten-
sion so that at least one part of the spin injection means is in
contact therewith, and that the pure spin current flows into the
ferromagnetic dot through the intermediary of the intercon-
nection of the non-magnetic body due to a diffusion current
by the spin injection means, to thereby generate a magnetic
field from the ferromagnetic dot.

As stated above, since the pure spin currents are made to
flow from the one extension or plural extensions, which are
extended rearward away from the tip end portion, into the
ferromagnetic dot which are provided at the tip end portion of
the interconnection composed of the non-ferromagnetic dot,
through the intermediary of the interconnection of the non-
ferromagnetic dot, not only can a size of the device be made
small, but also it is possible to generate the magnetic field
having a high spatial resolution. Thus, it is possible to obtain
a technical advantage that the magnetic field generation
device can be utilized as not only a magnetic record device but
also a writing-in means for a next generation spin device.

The magnetic field generation device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that the plural
extensions are formed, and that the extensions are radially
extended from away from the tip end portion, and are
arranged at angular intervals in magnetic field generation
directions of the ferromagnetic dot.

As stated above, since a large quantity of pure spin currents
can be made to flow from the plural extensions into the
ferromagnetic dot, which is provided at the tip end portion of
the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot, through the
intermediary of the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic
dot, itis possible to obtain a technical advantages that a strong
magnetic field can be generated by the ferromagnetic dot

The magnetic field generation device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that the exten-
sion is formed into a V-shaped one having two extension
portions.

As stated above, since the extension is formed into the
V-shaped one having two extension portions, not only can a
size of the device be made small, but also it is possible to
generate the magnetic field having a high spatial resolution.
Thus, it is possible to obtain a technical advantage that the
magnetic field generation device can be utilized as not only a
magnetic record device but also a writing-in means for a next
generation spin device.

The magnetic field generation device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that the ferro-
magnetic dot is provided so as to be three-dimensionally
buried in the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot.

As stated above, since the ferromagnetic dot is provided so
as to be three-dimensionally buried in the interconnection of
the non-ferromagnetic dot, it is possible to absorb the pure
spin currents in the plural directions, so that the magnetiza-
tion reversal of the ferromagnetic dot is made possible with-
out being subjected to limitation to configuration and mate-
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rial. Thus, it is possible to obtain a technical advantage that a
larger magnetic field can be generated.

The magnetic field generation device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that the device
comprises plural extensions, that at least a first spin injection
means and a second spin injection means are provided in the
extensions, a relationship between a first injection direction in
which a pure spin current is injected by the first spin injection
means and a second injection direction in which a pure spin
current is injected by the second spin injection means being
one except for either a parallel relationship or an antiparallel
relationship, and that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin
currents injected by the first spin injection means and the
second spin injection means is adjusted in synchronization
with a precession of the spins in the ferromagnetic dot so that
a pure spin current featured by a vector having an optional
direction in a two-dimensional plane is generated to the spins
subjected the precession in the ferromagnetic dot, whereby a
torque acting on the spins is optimized.

As stated above, since the ratio of the quantity of the pure
spin currents injected by the first spin injection means and the
second spin injection means is adjusted in synchronization
with the precession of the spins in the ferromagnetic dot, and
since the pure spin current featured by the vector having the
direction, in which the torque acting on the vector of the spins
subjected to the precession in the ferromagnetic dot is always
optimized, is generated by controlling the directions of the
spins, the torque acting on the spins can be optimized in
synchronization with the precession of the spins in the ferro-
magnetic dot. Thus, it is possible to obtain a technical advan-
tage that the magnetization can be speedily reversed with a
small electric power. Also, by adjusting the ration of the
quantity of the injected pure spin currents, it is possible to
electrically control the direction of the vector of the generated
pure spin currents.

The magnetic field generation device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that the ele-
ment further comprises a third injection means for injecting a
pure spin current, which is provided at another an extension
except for the extensions in which the first spin injection
means and the second spin injection means are provided, that
a relationship between a third injection direction in which a
corresponding pure spin current is injected by the third spin
injection means, the first injection direction and/or the second
injection direction is one except for either a parallel relation-
ship or an antiparallel relationship, and that a ratio of a quan-
tity of the pure spin currents injected by the first spin injection
means, the second spin injection means and the third spin
injection means is adjusted in synchronization with a preces-
sion of the spins in the ferromagnetic dot so that a pure spin
current featured by a vector having an optional direction is
generated to the spins subjected the precession in the ferro-
magnetic dot, whereby a torque acting on the spins is opti-
mized.

As stated above, since the ratio of the quantity of the pure
spin currents injected by the first spin injection means, the
second spin injection means and the third spin injection
means is adjusted in synchronization with a precession of the
spins in the ferromagnetic dot, and since the pure spin current
featured by the vector having the direction, in which the
torque acting on the vector of the spins subjected to the
precession in the ferromagnetic dot is always optimized, is
generated by controlling the directions of the spins, the torque
acting on the spins can be optimized with respect to the
three-dimensional precession of the spins. Thus, it is possible
to obtain a technical advantage that the magnetization can be
speedily reversed with a smaller electric power. Also, by

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

10

adjusting the ration of the quantity of the injected pure spin
currents, it is possible to electrically control the direction of
the vector of the generated pure spin currents.

The magnetic field generation device as disclosed in the
present application is characterized by the fact that the device
further comprises an electric current source that supplies the
spin injection means and the non-ferromagnetic dot with
electric currents, and that a closed circuit is at least formed by
the spin injection means, the non-ferromagnetic dot and the
electric current source, wherein the diffusion current is gen-
erated by energizing the closed circuit with the electric cur-
rents, to thereby generate the pure spin currents.

As stated above, since the closed circuit is at least formed
by the spin injection means, the non-ferromagnetic dot and
the electric current source, and since the diffusion current is
generated by energizing the closed circuit with the electric
currents, to thereby generate the pure spin currents, it is
possible to obtain a technical advantages that the pure spin
current without the flow of charges can be generated due to
the diffusion current by the simple circuit structure.

BRIEF EXPLANATIONS OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a first compositional view of a magnetization
reversal device according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a second compositional view of a magnetization
reversal device according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a first plan view of a memory element according
to a second embodiment, and a cross-sectional view of the
first plan view.

FIG. 4 is a second plan view of a memory element accord-
ing to the second embodiment, and a cross-sectional view of
the second plan view.

FIG. 5 is a first whole perspective view of a magnetic field
generation device according to a third embodiment, and a
cross-sectional view thereof.

FIG. 6 is a second whole perspective view of a magnetic
field generation device according to the third embodiment,
and a cross-sectional view thereof.

FIG. 7 is views showing other shapes of a magnetic field
generation device according to the third embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a view showing a control of a spin in the magne-
tization reversal device according to a fourth embodiment.

FIG. 9 is views showing precessions of the magnetization
reversal device according to the fourth embodiment.

FIG. 10 is views showing cases where the magnetization
reversal device according to this embodiment has three spin
injection sources.

FIG. 11 is a view showing an element structure according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is views showing results in the embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 13 is views showing problems occurred when a mag-
netization reversal is carried out in a conventional spin injec-
tion manner.

FIG. 14 is a view for explaining a conventional spin cur-
rent.

FIG. 15 is views showing an element structure using a
conventional spin absorption effect.

MODES FOR EMBODYING THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
explained below. It is possible to embody the present inven-
tion in various modes. Thus, the present invention should be
not be interpreted by only descriptions on the embodiments of
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the present invention. Also, in the embodiments, the elements
similar to each other are indicated by the same reference.

In the embodiments stated below, a flow of spin-polarized
electrons without a flow of charges is defined as a pure spin
current, and a flow of electrons with a flow of charges is
defined as a charge current.

First Embodiment of the Invention

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, a magnetization reversal
device according to this embodiment will now be explained.
FIG. 1 is a first compositional view of the magnetization
reversal device according to this embodiment, and FIG. 2 is a
second compositional view of the magnetization reversal
device according to this embodiment.

InFIG. 1(A), the magnetization reversal device 10 includes
an interconnection composed of a non-ferromagnetic dot 11
(for example, copper, aluminum or the like), a ferromagnetic
dot 12 (for example, permalloy, cobalt or the like) which is in
contact with the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot
11 at a lower face thereof, and two spin injection sources 13a
and 135 (for example, permalloy, cobalt or the like) which are
in contact with the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic
dot 11 at respective lower faces thereof. The ferromagnetic
dot 12 is arranged between the spin injection sources 13a and
135. Each of the spin injection sources 13a and 135 defines a
closed circuit in the outside of the interconnection of the
non-ferromagnetic dot 11 so that a charge current flows into
the outside of the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic
dot 11. Also, each of the spin injection sources 13a and 135
not only serves as an electrode, but also defines as a spin-
polarized ferromagnetic dot to generate a pure spin current.

When an electric current flows into each of the closed
circuits, spin-polarized electrons flow from each of the spin
injection sources 13a and 135 into the interconnection of the
non-ferromagnetic dot 11. Due to the fact that the spin-polar-
ized electrons flow as a diffusion current in the interconnec-
tion of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11, a flow of 1 spin electrons
or aflow of | spin electrons is caused so as to be directed from
the side in which a large number of the corresponding elec-
trons exist toward the side in which a small number of the
corresponding electrons exist. For example, as shown in FIG.
1(B), in each of the spin injection sources 13a and 135, it is
supposed that the electrons are polarized into the eight {spin
electrons and the two |spin electrons. Also, the spin polar-
ization is not caused in the interconnection of the non-ferro-
magnetic dot 11 so that there are the five 1spin electrons and
the five |spin electrons therein. When the spin-polarized
electrons flow from each of the spin injection sources 13a and
135 into the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11,
the flow of the fspin electrons is caused so as to be directed
from each of the spin injection sources 13a and 135 in which
the large number of the fspin electrons exist toward the
ferromagnetic dot 12 in which the small number of the }spin
electrons exist. On the other hand, the flow of the |spin
electrons is caused so as to be directed from the ferromagnetic
dot 12 in which the large number of the | spin electrons exist
toward each of the spin injection sources 13a and 1354 in
which the small number of the | spin electrons exist. In short,
as shown in FIG. 14, the }spin electrons and the | spin elec-
trons flow in the reverse directions to each other due to the
diffusion current, with which the charge current is compen-
sated, and thus it is possible to generate the pure spin current
in which only the spin angular momentum flows.

In the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11, itis
possible to maintain a spin-polarized nonequilibrium state
over a longer period of time in comparison with a case of a
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ferromagnetic dot. Also, the electrons in the spin-polarized
nonequilibrium state have a property to flow in the direction
that is easy to relax the nonequilibrium state. In short, the pure
spin currents, which are introduced from the spin injection
sources 13a and 135 into the interconnection of the non-
ferromagnetic dot 11, flow so as to be directed to the ferro-
magnetic dot 12 in which the nonequilibrium state is more
easy to be relaxed (spin absorption effect).

In the magnetization reversal device 10 according to this
embodiment, due to the fact that the a large quantity of pure
spin currents, which are introduced from the multi-terminal
spin injection sources 13a and 135, are absorbed by the fer-
romagnetic dot 12, it is possible to easily reverse magnetiza-
tion of the ferromagnetic dot 12 even if it has a large capacity.
Note, it is possible to carry out a control of a direction of the
magnetization by controlling a direction in which the electric
currents flow.

FIG. 2(A) shows a composition of the magnetization rever-
sal device 10 in which the spin absorption effect is more
improved in comparison with the case of FIG. 1. In the case of
FIG. 1, the ferromagnetic dot 12 absorbs the pure spin cur-
rents only from the lower direction for the lower face (two-
dimensional plane) thereof, whereas, in the case of FIG. 2(A),
the ferromagnetic dot 12 absorbs the pure spin currents in the
plural directions because the ferromagnetic dot 12 is three-
dimensionally is buried in the non-ferromagnetic dot 11. In
short, since the area for absorbing the pure spin currents is
increased, and since the pure spin currents are absorbed in the
plural directions, it is possible to facilitate spin absorption
efficiency.

Note, in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2(A), although there are the two
spin injection sources 13a and 135, the device may be pro-
vided with spin injection sources more than two (13a,
13b, .. .,13z, .. .). In this case, when the spin injection
sources are arranged, a positional relationship between the
spin injection sources must be considered that one of the spin
injection sources is not located on a current path along which
a pure spin current of another spin injection source flows.

Also, the magnetization reversal device according to this
embodiment may be applied to a free layer in an MRAM or
the like, or may be used as a magnetic field generation device
to magnetically and externally control an MRAM or the like.

Further, as shown in FIG. 2(B), the device may be provided
with only one of the spin injection sources 13a and 1354.
Furthermore, although it is possible to improve the spin
absorption efficiency to the maximum by burying the whole
of the ferromagnetic dot 12 in the non-ferromagnetic dot 11,
depending on how the device is applied, for example, when
the device is applied in a free layer in an MRAM or the like,
it is preferable to bury the ferromagnetic dot 12 in the non-
ferromagnetic dot 11 so that a part of the ferromagnetic dot 12
is exposed from the non-ferromagnetic dot 11. In this case,
the spin injection source 13a or 135 should be located so as to
be in contact with the non-ferromagnetic dot 11 in a direction
opposite to the direction in which the part of the ferromag-
netic dot is exposed, whereby it is possible to improve the spin
absorption efficiency. For example, as shown in FIG. 2(C),
when the lower face of the ferromagnetic dot 12 is exposed in
the lower direction, the spin injection source may be located
s0 as to be in contact with the non-ferromagnetic dot 11 in the
direction of the upper face which is opposite to that lower
direction.

As stated above, in the magnetization reversal device
according to this embodiment, due to the diffusion current
derived from the plurality of spin injection sources, the large
quantity of pure spin currents flow into the ferromagnetic dot
so that it is possible to reverse magnetization of the ferromag-
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netic dot even if it is a thick film ferromagnetic dot. Also,
since the magnetization reversal of the thick film ferromag-
netic dot is made possible, it can be prevented that the spins
become unstable by thermal disturbance. Further, since there
is no generation of Joule’s heat by the charge current due to
the compensation of the electric charges, an electrical mate-
rial for an electrode is subjected to no limitation, and it is
possible to prevent decline in a reduction of the magnetore-
sistance charge.

Also, since the ferromagnetic dot is three-dimensionally
buried in the non-ferromagnetic dot, a junction area is
increased so that the ferromagnetic dot can absorb the pure
spin currents from the plural direction, resulting in consider-
able improvement in the spin absorption effect of the pure
spin currents.

Second Embodiment of the Invention

With reference to FIGS. 3 and 4, a memory element
according to this embodiment will now be explained. FIG. 3
is a first plan view of the memory element according to this
embodiment, and a cross-sectional view of the first plan view.
FIG. 4 is a second plan view of the memory element accord-
ing to this embodiment, and a cross-sectional view of the
second plan view.

InFIG. 3(A), the memory element 30 includes an intercon-
nection composed of a non-ferromagnetic dot 11 which is
formed into a matrix-like configuration, an interconnection
composed of a conductor body 31 for supplying an electric
current, a ferromagnetic dot 12 placed at a point of intersec-
tion in the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11,
and spin injection sources 13a, . . ., and 13d placed at points
at which the interconnection of the non-magnetic body 11 and
the interconnection of the conductor body 31 are intersected
with each other in the vicinity of the point of interconnection
at which the ferromagnetic dot 12 is placed. Note, the non-
ferromagnetic dot 11 and the conductor body 31 may be
composed of the same material, or these bodies may be com-
posed of different materials.

The ferromagnetic dot 12 is arranged to be buried in the
interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11, and thus
comes three-dimensionally in contact with the interconnec-
tion of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11. The spin injection
sources 13a, . . ., and 134 are arranged so as to be at least
partially in contacted with the interconnection of the non-
ferromagnetic dot 11. Also, in the spin injection sources
13a, . . ., and 13d, grounds are defined in the directions
opposite (i.e., the outside directions of the matrix-like shape)
to a direction in which the ferromagnetic dot 12 is disposed.

FIG. 3(B) is the cross-sectional view when being observed
in arrows a of FIG. 3(A). The ferromagnetic dot 12 is buried
in the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11, and
the spin injection sources 13a and 13¢ are placed on the
interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11 so that their
upper faces are in contact therewith. As a lower layer of the
interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11, an insulat-
ing layer 37 (not shown in FIG. 3(A)) is formed on the area
except for the spin injection sources 13a and 13¢, and the
conductor body 31 is formed over lower faces of the spin
injection sources 13« and 13c.

Electric currents supplied from electric current sources
flow into not only the conductor body 31 in directions indi-
cated by broken arrows, but also the spin injection sources
13a-13d, the lower faces of which are in contact with the
conductor body 31. The electric currents, which flow into the
spin injection sources 13a-13d further, flow into the grounds,
and then escape out of the interconnection of the non-ferro-
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magnetic dot 11 into the outside, as indicated by broken lines
in FIG. 3(B). That is, similar to the case of the first embodi-
ment, due to the spin injection sources 13a-13d, pure spin
currents are generated from the multi-terminal spin injection
sources (four in this embodiment), as indicated by dotted line
in FIG. 3(B). Thus, due to the spin absorption effect, the
ferromagnetic dot 12 absorbs the spins so that magnetization
thereof can be reversed.

It is possible to carry out a control of the magnetization
reversal by controlling the directions of the electrical cur-
rents, and selection of the spin injection sources 13a-13dto be
driven can be controlled by combination of partial configu-
rations of the conductor body 31 through which the electric
currents should flow. In the memory element 30, one bit of
information is stored in a block area 35 of FIG. 3(A).

FIG. 4(A) shows the memory element of FIG. 3(A) in
which the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11 is
configured so as to further include a perpendicularly and
diagonally intersected portion. In this arrangement, a ferro-
magnetic dot 12 can absorb pure spin currents from spin
injection sources 13a-13/% placed at 8 points of intersection
which are adjacent to a point of intersection at which the
ferromagnetic dot 12 is placed, whereby it is possible to
further improve the spin absorption efficiency. Also, as shown
in FIG. 4(B), in the cross-section taken along a diagonal
direction (i.e., a direction indicated by arrows b in FIG. 4(A)),
similar to the case of FIG. 3(B), it can be understood that the
spins are absorbed by the ferromagnetic dot 12 from the spin
injection sources 135 and 131

Note that the memory element according to this embodi-
ment may include only one spin injection source 13. For
example, in the case of FIG. 3, the electric current is made to
flow into only the vertical line of the conductor body 31 on
which the spin injection source 13a is placed, whereby the
injection of the spins from only one spin injection source can
be carried out. Also, for example, the electric currents are
made to flow into the vertical lines of the conductor body 31
on which the spin injection sources 13a and 13 are placed,
whereby the injection of the spins from two spin injection
sources 13 can be carried out.

As stated above, the ferromagnetic dot is placed at an
optional point of intersection in the interconnection of the
conductor body which includes the non-ferromagnetic dot
formed into the matrix-like configuration, and a spin injection
means is placed at another point of intersection which is
adjacent thereto through the intermediary of the interconnec-
tion of the non-ferromagnetic dot, whereby not only can a
large quantity of pure spin currents be absorbed by the ferro-
magnetic dot, but also the magnetization of the thick film
ferromagnetic dot featuring spin thermal disturbance durabil-
ity can be reversed with low power consumption, so that it is
possible to securely and stably carry out a writing of a bit of
information.

Also, when the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic
dot is configured so as to include not only a perpendicular
intersection in vertical and horizontal directions but also an
another perpendicular intersection in diagonal directions, a
number of the spin injection means can be increased so that a
further large quantity of pure spin currents can be absorbed by
the ferromagnetic dot, whereby it is possible to reverse the
magnetization of a further large ferromagnetic dot. Thus, the
memory element can be utilized as a next generation memory
featuring a superior heat stability.

Third Embodiment of the Invention

With reference to FIGS. 5 to 7, a magnetic field generation
device according to this embodiment will now be explained.
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FIG. 5 is a first whole perspective view of the magnetic field
generation device according to this embodiment, and a cross-
sectional view thereof.

As shown in the aforesaid first and second embodiments, it
is possible to carry out of a control of a magnetization direc-
tion of a ferromagnetic dot with pure spin currents by con-
trolling electric currents. Also, by injecting the spin currents
which are in parallel with the magnetization direction, a fer-
romagnetic coupling effect based on a spin torque is obtained
so that the magnetization direction in a fine ferromagnetic dot
can be strongly fixed in a direction of the injected spins.

Therefore, in this embodiment, reference is made to the
magnetic field generation device which is applicable to a
magnetic head or the like wherein a magnetic field, which is
generated at a tip end of a fine ferromagnetic dot strongly
magnetized, can be used, for example, as a writing-in mag-
netic field for a magnetic memory medium.

In FIG. 5(A), the magnetic field generation device 40
includes an interconnection composed of a non-magnetic
body 11 having a tip end portion 41 and an extension 42
extended rearward away from the tip end portion 41, a ferro-
magnetic dot 12 buried in the tip end portion 41 of the inter-
connection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11, and a spin injec-
tion source 13, a part of which is at least buried in the
extension 42. A magnetic field generation direction of the
ferromagnetic dot 12 buried in the tip end portion 41 is indi-
cated by arrows shown in FIG. 5(A). When the magnetic field
is reversed by the pure spin currents, the magnetic field gen-
eration direction is opposite to the arrows. As stated above,
the reason why the extension 42 extends rearward from the tip
end portion 41 is to prevent influence of the magnetic field,
which is generated from the spin injection source 13 buried in
the extension 42, on an object which is placed in front of the
tip end portion 41 so as to be subjected to a magnetic field
control.

FIG. 5(B) is the cross-sectional view when being observed
in arrows ¢ of FIG. 5(A). Similar to the case of the aforesaid
first embodiment, when the electric currents are supplied
from the spin injection source 13 in an outside direction
(indicated by an arrow d1 shown in FIG. 5(A)) in the inter-
connection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11, the spin-polar-
ized electrons flow as a diftfusion current, to thereby generate
the spin currents. The generated pure spin currents are
absorbed by the ferromagnetic dot 12 due to the spin absorp-
tion effect so that the magnetization direction in the ferro-
magnetic dot 12 is strongly fixed by the spin torque, whereby
it is possible to generate the strong magnetic field. Further, by
reversing the electric current direction, it is possible to reverse
the magnetic field generation direction.

FIG. 6 is a second whole perspective view of the magnetic
field generation device according to this embodiment, and a
cross-sectional view thereof. In FIG. 6(A), the magnetic field
generation device 40 includes an interconnection composed
of a non-magnetic body 11 having a tip end portion 41 and
extensions 42a and 425 extended from the tip end portion 41
in a V-shaped manner, a ferromagnetic dot 12 buried in the tip
end portion 41 of the interconnection of the non-ferromag-
netic dot 11, and spin injection sources 13a and 135, parts of
which are at least buried in the respective extensions 42a and
42b. A magnetic field generation direction of the ferromag-
netic dot 12 buried in the tip end portion 41 is indicated by
arrows shown in FIG. 6(A). When the magnetic field is
reversed by the pure spin currents, the magnetic field genera-
tion direction is opposite to the arrows. As stated above, the
reason why the extensions 42a and 425 extends rearward
away from the tip end portion 41 is to prevent influence of the
magnetic fields, which are generated from the spin injection
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sources 13 and 135 buried in the respective extensions 42a
and 42b, on an object which is placed in front of the tip end
portion 41 so as to be subjected to a magnetic field control.

FIG. 6(B) is the cross-sectional view when being observed
in arrows ¢ of FIG. 6(A). Similar to the case of the aforesaid
first embodiment, when the electric currents are supplied
from the spin injection sources 13a and 135 in outside direc-
tions (indicated by arrows d1 and d2 shown in FIG. 6(A)) in
the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot 11, the spin-
polarized electrons flow as a diffusion current, to thereby
generate the spin currents. The generated pure spin currents
are absorbed by the ferromagnetic dot 12 due to the spin
absorption effect so that the magnetization direction in the
ferromagnetic dot 12 is strongly fixed by the spin torque,
whereby it is possible to generate the strong magnetic field.
Further, by reversing the electric current direction, it is pos-
sible to reverse the magnetic field generation direction.

Note thatitis possible to carry out a control of the magnetic
field generation direction by a direction in which the electric
currents flow into the spin injection sources 13a and 135. For
example, by making the electric currents to flow in the respec-
tive directions opposite to the directions indicated by the
arrows d1 and d2 shown in FIG. 6(A), it is possible to reverse
the magnetic field generation direction. Also, by making the
electric current to flow into one of the spin injection sources
13a and 135 in the direction indicated by a corresponding
arrow (for example, the arrow d1), and by making the electric
current to flow into the other spin injection source in the
reverse direction opposite to the direction indicated by the
other arrow (for example, the arrow d2), it is possible to
reduce a strength of the magnetic field to be generated. In
short, by injecting the pure spin currents from both the sides
of the ferromagnetic dot 12 thereinto in the directions oppo-
site to each other, the reverse spin torque acts on the ferro-
magnetic dot so that a magnetic multidomain structure is
formed in the ferromagnetic dot 12, whereby the magnetic
field generated from the magnetic pole abruptly declines.
Thus, for example, when the magnetic field generation device
is used as a writing-in head, it is possible to avoid a writing-in
error such as a pole erasure or the like.

Also, the non-ferromagnetic dot 11 is not limited to the
V-shape as shown in FIG. 6. By way of example, FIG. 7 is
views showing other shapes of the magnetic field generation
device according to this embodiment. In FIG. 7(A), a mag-
netic field generation device 40 includes an interconnection
composed of a non-ferromagnetic dot 11 having a tip end
portion 41 and five extensions 41a-41d and 41z extended
from the tip end portion 41, with the four extensions 41a-41d
being radially extended from away from the tip end portion
41, and being arranged at angular intervals in magnetic field
generation directions of a ferromagnetic dot 12. Also, in FIG.
7(B), a magnetic field generation device 40 includes an inter-
connection composed of a non-ferromagnetic dot 11 having a
tip end portion 41 and nine extensions 4la-41/% and 41z
extended from the tip end portion 41, with the eight exten-
sions 41a-41/ being radially extended from away from the tip
end portion 41, and being arranged in angular intervals in
magnetic field generation directions of a ferromagnetic dot
12.

In each of the magnetic field generation devices 40, the
respective extensions have spin injection sources, respective
parts of which are at least buried in the extensions, and thus
the polarized spins are injected from the spin injection
sources. In short, in the case of FIG. 7(A), the ferromagnetic
dot 12 absorbs the spin currents from the five spin injection
sources 13a-13d and 13z, and, in the case of FIG. 7(B), the
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ferromagnetic dot 12 absorbs the spin currents from the nine
spin injection sources 13a-13/% and 13z.

Accordingly, since a cross-sectional area of the ferromag-
netic dot 12, which features large magnetization, and which
functions as the magnetic field generation device, is made to
be very fine, it is possible to generate a spatially steep and
strong magnetic field. Also, since the ferromagnetic dot can
have a longitudinally sufficient length, it is possible to
improve a heat stability of the ferromagnetic dot. Further, due
to the spin injection in the plural directions, although the
volume of the ferromagnetic dot is increased, it is possible to
reverse the magnetization by the spin injection. In the mag-
netic field generation device 40 according to this embodi-
ment, it is possible to realize a magnetization control of a
ferromagnetic dot having a thickness of 10 nm or more than
10 nm.

Note, in FIGS. 5 and 7, the ferromagnetic dot 12 may be
arranged so as to be in two-dimensional or three-dimensional
contact with the interconnection of the non-ferromagnetic dot
11. If it is desired that the spin absorption effect is more
facilitated, it is preferable that the ferromagnetic dot 12 is in
three-dimensional contact with the non-ferromagnetic dot.

As stated above, since the large quantity of pure spin cur-
rents flow into the ferromagnetic dot provided in the tip end
portion of the interconnection composed of the non-magnetic
body through the intermediary of the interconnection of the
non-magnetic body, it is possible to generate the strong mag-
netic field by the ferromagnetic dot.

Also, in the case where the extension is formed into the
V-shaped one having the two extension portions, not only can
a size of the device be made small, but also it is possible to
generate the magnetic field having a high spatial resolution,
and thus the magnetic field generation device can be utilized
as not only a magnetic record device but also a writing-in
means for a next generation spin device.

Further, in the case where the ferromagnetic dotis buried in
the interconnection of the non-magnetic body, not only can a
junction area therebetween be increased, but also the ferro-
magnetic dot can absorb the pure spin currents in the plural
directions, and thus the magnetization reversal of the ferro-
magnetic dot is made possible without being subjected to
limitation to configuration and material so that it is possible to
generate a larger magnetic field.

Furthermore, in the case where the magnetic field genera-
tion is utilized as a magnetic head, since a coil or the like is
unnecessary, not only can a structure of an element be very
simplified, but also itis possible to realize a light weight of the
element, resulting in a very large contribution to miniaturiza-
tion of a memory device. Also, eddy currents are not gener-
ated in the ferromagnetic dot, and thus a high speed operation
is made possible so that power consumption can be consid-
erably cut off when a piece of information is written in the
memory device.

Fourth Embodiment of the Invention

With reference to FIGS. 8 to 10, a magnetization reversal
device according to this embodiment will be explained below.
FIG. 8 is a view showing a control of a spin in the magneti-
zation reversal device according to this embodiment; F1G. 9is
views showing precessions of the magnetization reversal
device according to this embodiment; and FIG. 10 is views
showing cases where the magnetization reversal device
according to this embodiment has three spin injection
sources.

In this embodiment, two or three spin injection sources 13
are used, and a direction of a spin injected in synchronization
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with a precession of the spin in the ferromagnetic dot 12 is
controlled, resulting in improvement of a reversal speed of the
spin in the ferromagnetic dot 12. A spin torque for driving the
reversal of the spin is in proportion to an exterior product of
the magnetization and the injected spin. In a case where a spin
current which is in antiparallel with the direction of the mag-
netization is injected, since a small precession in the magne-
tization is excited, and since the torque is increased by con-
tinuously injecting the spin to thereby realize the
magnetization reversal, an initial torque is very small so that
a large quantity of precession is needed in the magnetization
reversal, and thus a reversal speed is small to thereby need a
large quantity of electric power. On the other hand, in a case
where a spin current which is perpendicular to the direction of
the magnetization is injected, the initial torque becomes
larger so that it is possible to carry out the magnetization
reversal with a small quantity of precession in the magneti-
zation reversal. Further, since the direction of the spin is
controlled and optimized in synchronization with the preces-
sion, it is possible to carry out the magnetization reversal with
a smaller quantity of precession.

As shown in FIG. 8, it is possible to control directions of
spins by injection directions of spins, i.e., angles of electrodes
in spin injection sources 13a and 135, and by ratios of electric
currents flowing into the respective electrodes (see: for
example, Non-Patent Document 9). In this embodiment, by
using this control, the reversal speed of the spin in the ferro-
magnetic dot 12 is improved. That is, as shown in FIG. 9, the
current ratios of the spin injection sources 13a and 135 are
adjusted so that the torque is optimized in synchronization
with the precession of the spins in the ferromagnetic dot 12.
For example, over a period from an initial reversal stage to a
middle reversal stage, the adjustment is carried out so that the
torque becomes larger by making vectors of the spins in the
ferromagnetic dot 12 to be perpendicular to vectors of the
spins injected from the spin injection sources 13. Then, over
aperiod of an end reversal stage, the adjustment is carried out
so that the torque becomes smaller by making the vectors of
the spins in the reversing ferromagnetic dot 12 and the vectors
injected from the spin injection sources 13 to be gradually
oriented in the same direction. Thus, it is possible to always
obtain the optimized torque, resulting in improvement of the
reversal speed of the spins in the ferromagnetic dot 12.

Also, as shown in FIG. 10(A), by adding a third spin
injection source 13¢ to the spin injection sources 13a and 135
of FIG. 8, it is possible to three-dimensionally control the
direction of the spins. As shown in FIG. 9, by injecting the
three-dimensionally synchronized spins from the spin injec-
tion sources 13a, 136 and 13¢ into the precession of the spins
in the ferromagnetic dot 12, it is possible to more efficiently
reverse the magnetization.

Note that the electrodes of the spin injection sources are
arranged at respective angles so that either a parallel relation-
ship or an antiparallel relationship is not established therebe-
tween (i.e., so that an intersection relationship is established
between the directions of the electrodes or so that a skewed
positional relationship is established therebetween). Espe-
cially, as shown in FIGS. 8 and 10(A), when the electrodes are
arranged so that an angle of 90° is defined therebetween, a
vector calculation can be easily carried out so that it is pos-
sible to easily adjust a current ratio.

In the case where the direction of the spins is controlled by
using the multi-terminal spin injection sources, there is no
problem as long as the spins injected from the spin injection
sources are composed when the spins are absorbed by the
ferromagnetic dot 12. That is, as shown in FIGS. 10(B) and
10(C), there is no problem on the positional relationship of
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the spin injection sources as long as the angular conditions of
the electrodes of the spin injection sources is satisfied. Thus,
in an integration of a device such as an MRAM or the like, it
is possible to increase a flexibility about a positional relation-
ship in which spin injection sources are arranged, and the
device can be miniaturized.

Note that the technique for controlling the direction of the
spins injected in synchronization with the precession of the
spins in the ferromagnetic dot 12 using the two or three spin
injection sources in this embodiment may be applied to the
memory element 30 of the aforesaid second embodiment and
the magnetic field generation device 40 of the aforesaid third
embodiment. That is, in the case of the memory element 30,
it is possible to control the direction of the spins using any two
or three of the spin injection sources 13a-13d (or the spin
injection sources 13a-13/%) which are arranged at the points of
intersection between the interconnection of the non-magnetic
body 11 and the interconnection of the conductor body 31,
and which are adjacent to the point of intersection at which
the ferromagnetic dot 12. In this case, the two or three spin
injection sources are used so that the positional relationship
(such as the intersection relationship or the skewed positional
relationship) except for either the parallel relationship or the
antiparallel relationship is established between the directions
in which the spins are injected from the spin injection sources.
Especially, in a case where the three spin injection sources are
used, for example, in addition to 134 and 135 or 13¢ and 134
shown in FIG. 3(A), by utilizing spins injected from a spin
injection source provided in either an upper layer or a lower
layer with through vias (injected from either a upper direction
or a lower direction), it is possible to carry out a three-dimen-
sional control.

In the magnetic field generation device 40, by utilizing any
two or three of the spin injection sources 13a and 135 (or the
spin injection sources 13a-13/2 and 13z) provided in the
extensions 42a and 425 (or the extensions 42a-42b and 42z),
it is possible to control the direction of the spins. In this case,
the utilized two or three spin injection sources are arranged so
that the positional relationship (such as the intersection rela-
tionship or the skewed positional relationship) except for
either the parallel relationship or the antiparallel relationship
is established therebetween. For example, in the case of FIG.
5(A), the spin injection source 13a and the spin injection
source 135 are arranged so that either the parallel relationship
or the antiparallel relationship is not established between the
spin injection directions thereof.

Note that the multi-terminal spin injection sources may be
divided into two or three groups so that the directions of the
spins can be controlled by utilizing the two or three groups.

Although the present invention is explained based on the
above-mentioned embodiments, it will be understood that the
technical scope of the present invention is not limited to the
descriptions of the embodiments, and that various changes
and modifications may be made to each of the embodiments.
Further, embodiments to which the various changes and
modifications are made should be included in the technical
scope of the present invention. This is apparent from the
descriptions of “SCOPE OF CLAIM” and “MEANS FOR
SOLVING THE PROBLEMS”.

Example

With respect to spin absorption efficiency of a ferromag-
netic dot, a test was carried out to research how the spin
absorption efficiency is dependent on a junction area between
a ferromagnetic dot and a non-ferromagnetic dot. In an ele-
ment structure as shown in FIG. 11, while varying a junction
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area lpw between a ferromagnetic dot (permalloy) and a
non-ferromagnetic dot (copper), a voltage (resistance)
between the ferromagnetic dot and the non-ferromagnetic dot
was measured. In this case, a voltage was constant on the spin
injection side, and only the junction area between the ferro-
magnetic dot and the non-ferromagnetic dot was changed.
FIG. 12 shows the measurement results. FIG. 12(A) shows
avariation of a magnetic resistance to a magnetic field sweep
when the junction area is 0.008 pum?; FIG. 12(B) shows a
variation of a magnetic resistance to a magnetic field sweep
when the junction area is 0.2 um?; and FIG. 12(C) shows a
relationship between the junction area and the magnetic resis-
tance. When FIGS. 12(A) and 12(B) are compared with each
other, it is found that the larger the junction area, the smaller
the magnetic resistance (AR) (in FIGS. 12(a) and 12(B), the
dotted lines and the solid lines correspond reverse polarities
to each other). Also, as shown in FIG. 12(C), the larger the
junction area, the smaller the resistance value. In short, as the
junction area became larger, the rate of spin absorption was
more increased, so that the spin accumulation voltage
declined, resulting in the measured voltage becoming
smaller. Thus, it is found that the spin absorption efficiency
can be improved by increasing the junction area between the
ferromagnetic dot and the non-ferromagnetic dot. In accor-
dance with the present invention, since the ferromagnetic dot
is three-dimensionally buried in the non-ferromagnetic dot so
that the junction area therebetween becomes larger, it is found
that the ferromagnetic dot can absorb a large quantity of spins.

EXPLANATION OF REFERENCES

10 Magnetization Reversal Device
11 Non-Ferromagnetic dot
12 Ferromagnetic dot
13a-13z Spin Injection Source
30 Memory Element
37 Insulating layer
40 Magnetic Field Generation Device
41 Tip End Portion
42a-42z Extension
The invention claimed is:
1. A magnetization reversal device comprising:
a ferromagnetic dot provided in an interconnection of a
non-ferromagnetic dot so that a whole upper surface of
said ferromagnetic dot, and a part or a whole of a side
surface thereof, a whole lower surface thereof and a part
or a whole of the side surface thereof, or a whole surface
thereof is three-dimensionally buried in the interconnec-
tion of said non-ferromagnetic dot;
multi-terminal spin injection means that generates a spin-
polarized pure spin current without a flow of charges,
and that is provided in the interconnection of said non-
ferromagnetic dot to be in contact therewith so that the
interconnection of said non-ferromagnetic dot serves as
a common electrode; and
an electric current source that supplies said spin injection
means and said non-ferromagnetic dot with electric cur-
rents;
characterized by the facts that:
one of said multi-terminal spin injection means is pro-
vided at a position except for a current path for a
corresponding pure spin current between another spin
injection means of said multi-terminal spin injection
means and said ferromagnetic dot;

a closed circuit is at least formed by said multi-terminal
spin injection means, said non-ferromagnetic dot and
said electric current source, wherein a diffusion cur-
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rent is generated by energizing said closed circuit
with the electric currents; and
said pure spin current flows into said ferromagnetic dot
through the intermediary of the interconnection of
said non-magnetic body due to said diffusion current
by each of said multi-terminal spin injection means, to
thereby reverse magnetization of said ferromagnetic
dot.
2. A magnetization reversal device as set forth in claim 1,
characterized by the fact:
that a relationship between a first injection direction in

which a corresponding pure spin current is injected by a
first spin injection means and a second injection direc-
tion in which a corresponding pure spin current is
injected by a second spin injection means is one except
for either a parallel relationship or an antiparallel rela-
tionship; and

that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin currents injected

by said first spin injection means and said second spin
injection means is adjusted in synchronization with a
precession of the spins in said ferromagnetic dot so that
a pure spin current featured by a vector having an
optional direction in a two-dimensional plane is gener-
ated to a vector of the spins subjected to the precession in
said ferromagnetic dot, whereby a torque acting on said
spins is optimized.

3. A magnetization reversal device as set forth in claim 2,
characterized by the fact:
that the device further comprises a third injection means for

injecting a pure spin current;

that a relationship between a third injection direction in

which a corresponding pure spin current is injected by
said third spin injection means, said first injection direc-
tion and/or said second injection direction is one except
for either a parallel relationship or an antiparallel rela-
tionship; and

that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin currents injected

by said first spin injection means, said second spin injec-
tion means and said third spin injection means is
adjusted in synchronization with a precession of the
spins in said ferromagnetic dot so that a pure spin current
featured by a vector having an optional direction is gen-
erated to a vector the spins subjected to the precession in
said ferromagnetic dot, whereby a torque acting on said
spins is optimized.

4. A magnetization reversal device as set forth in claim 1,
characterized by the fact:
that a relationship between a first injection direction in

which a corresponding pure spin current is injected by a
first spin injection means and a second injection direc-
tion in which a corresponding pure spin current is
injected by a second spin injection means is one except
for either a parallel relationship or an antiparallel rela-
tionship; and

that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin currents injected

by said first spin injection means and said second spin
injection means is adjusted in synchronization with a
precession of the spins in said ferromagnetic dot so that
a pure spin current featured by a vector having an
optional direction in a two-dimensional plane is gener-
ated to a vector of the spins subjected to the precession in
said ferromagnetic dot, whereby a torque acting on said
spins is optimized.

5. A magnetization reversal device as set forth in claim 4,
characterized by the fact:
that the device further comprises a third injection means for

injecting a pure spin current;
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that a relationship between a third injection direction in

which a corresponding pure spin current is injected by
said third spin injection means, said first injection direc-
tion and/or said second injection direction is one except
for either a parallel relationship or an antiparallel rela-
tionship; and

that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin currents injected

by said first spin injection means, said second spin injec-
tion means and said third spin injection means is
adjusted in synchronization with a precession of the
spins in said ferromagnetic dot so that a pure spin current

featured by a vector having an optional direction is gen-
erated to a vector the spins subjected to the precession in
said ferromagnetic dot, whereby a torque acting on said
spins is optimized.

6. A memory element using a magnetization reversal
device as set forth in claim 1, characterized by the fact:

that the ferromagnetic dot is three-dimensionally provided

at a position of any one point of intersection of a con-
ductor non-ferromagnetic dot where horizontal lines and
vertical lines are perpendicularly intersected with each
other, in a state that a whole upper surface of said ferro-
magnetic dot, and a part or a whole of a side surface
thereof, a whole lower surface thereof and a part or a
whole of the side surface thereof, or a whole surface
thereof is in contact with the interconnection of said
non-ferromagnetic dot;

the spin injection means is provided at positions of any

other ones of said points of intersection which are adja-
cent to said any one point of intersection at which said
ferromagnetic dot is provided so that the spin injection
means is in contact with the interconnection of said
non-ferromagnetic dot so that the interconnection of
said non-ferromagnetic dot serves as a common elec-
trode; and

magnetization of said ferromagnetic dot is reversed by the

pure spin current from the spin injection means so that a
bit is written therein.

7. A memory element as set forth in claim 6, characterized
by the fact that the interconnection of said non-magnetic body
of said conductor body has not only the vertically and hori-
zontally intersected portion but also a perpendicularly and
diagonally intersected portion.

8. A memory element as set forth in claim 6, characterized
by the fact:

that at least a first spin injection means and a second spin

injection means are provided at other points of intersec-
tion in the interconnection of said non-magnetic body, a
relationship between a first injection direction in which
apure spin current is injected by said first spin injection
means and a second injection direction in which a pure
spin current is injected by said second spin injection
means being one except for either a parallel relationship
or an antiparallel relationship; and

that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin currents injected

by said first spin injection means and said second spin
injection means is adjusted in synchronization with a
precession of the spins in said ferromagnetic dot so that
a pure spin current having an optional direction in a
two-dimensional plane is generated to the spins sub-
jected to the precession in said ferromagnetic dot,
whereby a torque acting on said spins is optimized.

9. A memory element as set forth in claim 8, characterized
by the fact:

that the element further comprises a third injection means

for injecting a pure spin current, which is provided at
another point of intersection except for the points of
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intersection at which said first spin injection means and
said second spin injection means are provided;
that a relationship between a third injection direction in
which a corresponding pure spin current is injected by
said third spin injection means, said first injection direc-
tion and/or said second injection direction is one except
for either a parallel relationship or an antiparallel rela-
tionship; and
that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin currents injected
by said first spin injection means, said second spin injec-
tion means and said third spin injection means is
adjusted in synchronization with a precession of the
spins in said ferromagnetic dot so that a pure spin current
having an optional direction is generated to the spins
subjected the precession in said ferromagnetic dot,
whereby a torque acting on said spins is optimized.
10. A memory element using a magnetization reversal
device as set forth in claim 1, characterized by the fact:
that the ferromagnetic dot is provided in a tip end portion of
an interconnection composed of a non-ferromagnetic
dot, in a state that a whole upper surface of said ferro-
magnetic dot, and a part or a whole of a side surface
thereof, a whole lower surface thereof and a part or a
whole of the side surface thereof, or a whole surface
thereof is in contact with the interconnection of said
non-ferromagnetic dot;
the spin injection means is provided so that at least one part
of said spin injection means is in contact with plural
extensions extended rearward away from the tip end
portion of the interconnection of said non-ferromagnetic
dot; and
that a magnetic field is generated from said ferromagnetic
dot by the pure spin current from the spin injection
means.
11. A magnetic field generation device as set forth in claim
10, characterized by the fact:
that said extensions are radially extended from away from
said tip end portion, and are arranged at angular intervals
in magnetic field generation directions of said ferromag-
netic dot.
12. A magnetic field generation device as set forth in claim
11, characterized by the fact that said extension is formed into
a V-shaped one having two extension portions.
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13. A magnetic field generation device as set forth in claim
10, characterized by the fact:

that the device comprises plural extensions;

that at least a first spin injection means and a second spin
injection means are provided in said extensions, a rela-
tionship between a first injection direction in which a
pure spin current is injected by said first spin injection
means and a second injection direction in which a pure
spin current is injected by said second spin injection
means being one except for either a parallel relationship
or an antiparallel relationship; and

that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin currents injected
by said first spin injection means and said second spin
injection means is adjusted in synchronization with a
precession of the spins in said ferromagnetic dot so that
a pure spin current featured by a vector having an
optional direction in a two-dimensional plane is gener-
ated to the spins subjected the precession in said ferro-
magnetic dot, whereby a torque acting on said spins is
optimized.

14. A magnetic field generation device as set forth in claim

13, characterized by the fact:

that the element further comprises a third injection means
for injecting a pure spin current, which is provided at
another an extension except for the extensions in which
said first spin injection means and said second spin
injection means are provided;

that a relationship between a third injection direction in
which a corresponding pure spin current is injected by
said third spin injection means, said first injection direc-
tion and/or said second injection direction is one except
for either a parallel relationship or an antiparallel rela-
tionship; and

that a ratio of a quantity of the pure spin currents injected
by said first spin injection means, said second spin injec-
tion means and said third spin injection means is
adjusted in synchronization with a precession of the
spins in said ferromagnetic dot so that a pure spin current
featured by a vector having an optional direction is gen-
erated to the spins subjected the precession in said fer-
romagnetic dot, whereby a torque acting on said spins is
optimized.



